THE   HISTORY   OF  SPIRITUALISM

The unity of the Church, which had been shaken
by the previous censure of the presbytery, dissolved
under this new trial. There was a large secession,
and the building was claimed by the trustees. Irving
and the stalwarts who were loyal to him wandered
forth in search of new premises, and found them in
the hall used by Robert Owen, the Socialist, philan-
thropist, and free-thinker, who was destined twenty
years later to be one of the pioneer converts to
Spiritualism. Here, in Gray's Inn Road, Irving
rallied the faithful. It cannot be denied that the
Church, as he organized it, with its angel, its elders,
its deacons, its tongues, and its prophecies, was the
best reconstruction of a primitive Christian Church
that has ever been made. If Peter or Paul reincar-
nated in London they would be bewildered, and
possibly horrified, by St. Paul's or by Westminster
Cathedral, but they would certainly have been in a
perfectly familiar atmosphere in the gathering over
which Irving presided. A wise man recognizes that
God may be approached from innumerable angles.
The minds of men and the spirit of the times vary
in their reaction to the great central cause, and one
can only insist upon a broad charity both in oneself
and in others. It was in this that Irving seems to
have been wanting. It was always by the standard
of that which was a sect among sects that he would
measure the universe. There were times when he was
vaguely conscious of this, and it may be that those
wrestlings with Apollyon, of which he complains,
even as Bunyan and the Puritans of old used to com-
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